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SCHEME FEATURE

1. GENERAL

1.1 Name of scheme

1.2 Website

1.3 Scheme owner details

1.4 General objective

1.5 Scheme governance

DESCRIPTION

The scheme is referred to as ‘CSA SFM’ or sometimes ‘CSA’ . 
The scheme’s full name is: CAN/CSA Z809-08 Sustainable Forest Management 

www.csasfmforests.ca

The scheme owner is CSA Group, which is not for profit membership-based association for development of standards and codes.

1To achieve sustainable forestry management in Canada, by implementing standards that are complementary to Canada’s legislative
framework for forestry, and with a strong involvement of local stakeholders.

The scheme owner is CSA Group(CSA).
Standard development and review is done by the CSA SFM Technical Committee, comprising of representatives of timber producers
(forest owners), scientists, provincial and federal governments, as well as environmental, consumer, union and Aboriginal
representatives.  

HANDBOOK SUSTAINABIL ITY  CERTIF IC ATION OF SOLID  B IOMASS FOR ENERGY PRODUCTION

Module 375: Factsheet CSA-SFM  (Version – November 2013)

Factsheet CSA-SFM

This factsheet aims to provide accessible and factual information on the CSA-SFM scheme. The information has been validated by the CSA SFM User Group. This factsheet presents

the actual status of the scheme in August 2013. For more detailed information on the scheme, the reader may visit the website of the certification scheme or contact the scheme

owner.

Disclaimer: the information contained in this factsheet is for informational purpose only and cannot be used in replacement of the official CSA SFM standards and procedures
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2. THE STANDARD

2.1 Types of biomass covered

2.2 Geographic coverage

2.3 Chain coverage

2.4 Sustainability criteria covered

Forest based biomass (wood)

Canada

Forest management in ‘Defined Forest Areas’ (DFA).  Forest planning, wood harvesting, processing, , transport to primary manufacturing
facility, reforestation.

The CSA SFM standard includes three related key elements:
1. Public participation requirements;
2. Performance requirements;
3. System requirements.

The CSA SFM includes elaborate and specific requirements  on public participation processes (Clause 5 of the CSA SFM standard). The
need for public consultation is strongly emphasized in the Standard itself. The Standard requires operators to seek comprehensive,
continuing public participation and to work with Aboriginal people at the local community level. The public identifies forest values of
specific importance to environmental, social and economic concerns and needs. The public also takes part in the forest planning process
and works with the operator to identify key sustainability objectives, indicators and targets to ensure that these values are addressed. 

‘SFM System requirements’ focus in particular on continual improvement processes.

The ‘performance requirements’ comprise a combination of 6 key criteria and underlying elements. The  key criteria can be summarized
as follows:
1. Conservation of biological diversity: conserve biological diversity by maintaining integrity, function, and diversity of living organisms

and the complexes of which they are part;
2. Maintenance and enhancement of forest ecosystem condition and productivity: conserve forest ecosystem condition and

productivity by maintaining the health, vitality, and rates of biological production;
3. Conservation of soil and water resources: conserve water and soil resources by maintaining their quantity and quality in forest

ecosystems;
4. Forest ecosystem contributions to global ecological cycles: maintain forest conditions and management activities that contribute to

the health of global ecological cycles;
5. Multiple benefits to society: sustain flows of forest benefits for current and future generations by providing multiple goods and

services;
6. Accepting society’s responsibility for sustainable development: Society’s responsibility for sustainable forest management requires

that fair, equitable, and effective forest management decisions are made.
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2.5 Chain of custody standard

2.6 National standards & 
interpretations

2.7 Provisions for waste & residues

3. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

3.1 General

3.2 Audit process requirements
(including stakeholder consultation) 

3.3 Certification Body and Auditor
requirements 

Biomass shall be traceable throughout the complete supply chain (from forest up to application in the final product). . Operators may
use a ‘physical separation method’ or ‘percentage based method’ (mass balance system) to physically trace material through the chain.
Book and claim is not allowed.

Organizations certified to the CSA SFM standard use the PEFC International chain-of-custody standard PEFC ST 2002:2010 (to be
replaced by PEFC ST 2002:2013 by February 2014).

All supply chain operators taking ownership of biomass need to be supply chain certified.  

CSA SFM is a Canadian sustainable forestry management standard. CSA SFM does not include standards or interpretations for
sustainable forestry management in other countries.

The CSA SFM does not include specific provisions for waste and residues from forestry management. 
Under the public participation requirements, public discussion is required on biomass utilization – the Standard expects that these
discus-sions initially focus on the immediate uses of non-timber biomass (e.g., left on site, burned, removed for energy or other
purposes). Subse-quent discussions are to examine future expectations for biomass use, with emphasis on the ecological and cultural
impacts of such biomass removals. If the organization intends to remove biomass, it should develop clear operational guidelines for the
sustainable removal of bio-mass from forest ecosystems. 
Under CSA SFM, all biomass from sustainably managed forests automatically qualifies as CSA SFM certified biomass.

Certification requirements 

The initial audit comprises of two stages, i.e. a preliminary assessment/documentation review and a certification audit. Both stages
shall include audit time at the forestry unit (field visit).

Upon successful completion of the initial audit, the certificate is issued. Annual surveillance audits are conducted to monitor the
operator’s performance, and his remediation of previously identified non-conformance.  A full re-certification audit is required every
three years, in accordance with the requirements of the Standards Council of Canada. 

The CSA SFM Standard includes elaborate and specific requirements for stakeholder consultation (also see 2.4 above)

Certification bodies shall be accredited by the Standards Council of Canada.
Individual auditors employed or contracted by the certification body shall have the required forestry expertise and shall be certified as
environmental auditors.
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3.4 Minimum level of assurance

3.5 Costs of certification

4. OTHER ASPECTS

4.1 Track record

4.2 Stakeholder perception

4.3 Availability of help desk, tools &
guidance

4.4 Recognition of other schemes

5. REFERENCES USED FOR THIS
FACTSHEET 

CSA SFM distinguishes major and minor non conformances. While minor non conformances do not necessarily prevent certification,
major non conformances will normally disqualify an organization from certification or lead to de-certification. A major non
conformance is any one or combination of the following:
• One or more numbered requirements of the Standard have not been addressed;
• One or more number requirements of the Standard have not been implemented; or,
• Several (minor) non conformances exist that, taken together, lead the auditor to conclude that one or more numbered requirements

of the Standard have not been addressed. 

- While there are no required fees for forest certification, there is a voluntary contribution to support the CSA SFM Standard.
- CSA SFM auditing costs are payable to the auditor
- Recognition by PEFC requires payment of a PEFC Canada notification fee.
- Annual fees for chain-of-custody certification are collected by PEFC Canada.

As of December 2012, over 44 million hectares of Canadian forests were certified against the CSA SFM standard.

The CSA-SFM standard has a strong emphasis on involvement of local stakeholders during all phases of certification (process). It
includes more than 50 formalized public advisory groups. The CSA SFM standard claims this provides the standard with excellent
stakeholder support.

The website contains scheme information and some further guidance for stakeholders wishing to become involved. 
The website does provide a general e-mail address that can be contacted for further information.

CSA-SFM has not recognised other schemes. The CSA SFM standard uses the PEFC International COC standard PEFC ST 2002:2010 (to
be replaced by PEFC ST 2002:2013 by Feb 2014).

- www.csasfmforests.ca
- Personal communication with Mr. Paul Wooding, PEFC Canada Secretary, CSA Group and advisors to the CSA SFM User Group.


